
 

 

OFFICIAL REMARKS FOR CDA AMANDA JACOBSEN  

GOVERNMENT OF BOTSWANA APPRECIATION CEREMONY 

Thursday, September 22, 2022 

 

Dumelang Bagaetsho (Ba-hai-etso).  It is a pleasure to be here with 

all of you to commemorate the long-standing partnership between the 

United States and the Government of Botswana, and to celebrate the 

momentous success of Botswana’s HIV response.  Since the HIV/AIDS 

epidemic began in 1981, more than 84 million people worldwide have 

been infected with the virus and approximately 40 million people have 

died from AIDS related illnesses, including more than 310,000 in 

Eastern and Southern Africa in 2021 alone.  

 

Once considered a death sentence, no health issue was as 

detrimental to Botswana as HIV, where the epidemic ravaged families, 

communities, and the country at large.  At the peak of the epidemic in 

1999, Botswana faced an HIV prevalence rate as high as 30 percent.  

 



-2- 

 

But here we are today, celebrating the remarkable achievements 

that have put Botswana on the cusp of ending HIV/AIDS as a public 

health threat by 2030.  

 

I would like to congratulate the Government of Botswana for its 

leadership in not only achieving the UNAIDS 95-95-95 targets, but for 

surpassing them to reach 95-98-98!  The results confirm that, among 

adults in Botswana living with HIV, 95 percent are aware of their status, 

98 percent of those aware of their status are on antiretroviral therapy 

(ART), and 98 percent of those on ART are virally suppressed.  Today 

HIV prevalence has declined to approximately 20 percent, and Botswana 

has been recognized by the World Health Organization as the first high-

burden country (countries with greater than two percent of pregnant 

women living with HIV) to achieve silver tier status for the elimination 

of mother-to-child transmission of HIV.   

 

Since the beginning, Botswana has been a pioneer in sub-Saharan 

Africa in its response to the HIV epidemic.  Botswana’s government 
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prioritized the health of the nation by ensuring life-saving antiretroviral 

therapy was immediately available to all people who tested positive.  

Botswana provided the best treatment available to People Living with 

HIV and AIDS.  Botswana empowered local and regional authorities to 

provide HIV and TB related health services across communities 

throughout the country, including in the most far-reaching areas of 

Botswana.  This ensured equitable access to life-saving treatments for 

everyone.  With U.S. support, Botswana’s government prioritized 

providing high-quality laboratory testing to monitor patients’ viral load. 

 

These achievements could not have been possible without the 

Government of Botswana’s strong political will and the personal efforts 

of Batswana, all complemented by U.S. investments.  The Government 

of Botswana collaborated across multiple sectors, including civil society, 

the private sector, multilateral agencies, non-profit organizations, 

academia, and communities.  Together, these stakeholders partnered 

with PEPFAR in an unwavering commitment to the HIV response and 

set the groundwork to lead towards sustained epidemic control of HIV. 
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I want to thank and commend you all for your hard work and 

unwavering commitment to the HIV response.  

 

We can certainly be proud of these accomplishments and the many 

lives we have saved.  But, please know that our collective work is not 

yet finished.   

 

As we look forward to the future, the key question is “Where do 

we go together from here to reach the last mile of the HIV response in 

Botswana?”  How can we make sure the gains in providing high quality 

care and saving lives are sustainable long into the future?  

  

PEPFAR will continue to work hand-in-hand with the Government 

of Botswana as we focus on our shared vision of “Pivoting Towards 

Equitable Sustainability” starting in October.  The United States will 

continue to support the Government of Botswana as, together, we strive 
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to reach remaining hard-to-reach populations and ensure the 

sustainability of Botswana’s HIV/TB response.  

 

We will accomplish this by leveraging our strengths across clinical 

and community-based services to support enhanced case finding 

strategies, person centered services, health and laboratory systems 

strengthening, community and clinical health strengthening, supply 

chain systems, and continuous quality improvement efforts.  We will 

continue to work with the government to ensure that Botswana continues 

to lead in this fight.  

 

Together, the United States and Botswana will identify 

undiagnosed clients, link them to lifesaving treatment, and ensure that 

they are in care and treatment services.  Further, we will collaborate with 

other stakeholders to develop a shared vision for a Botswana-led and 

Botswana-owned sustainable HIV national response, that can serve as a 

model for other countries.  
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Together, we can usher in the next phase of Botswana’s HIV 

response with conviction and compassion and pave the way towards the 

end of the HIV epidemic. 

 

I want to close by expressing my sincere appreciation to the 

Government of Botswana for its leadership and progress in the HIV 

response, and a special thanks to all the health workers serving 

throughout Botswana.   

 

I would like to recognize the commitment, leadership and excellent 

work and continued coordination and partnership amongst PEPFAR 

Botswana stakeholders including the Government of Botswana, civil 

society organizations, the UN family, the Global Fund, and multilateral 

colleagues, PEPFAR implementing partners, and other Botswana 

government allies.  

 

 Ke a leboga!  [kee-ah-lay-boh-haa] 
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AGENDA 

 
 

PEPFAR Botswana  

Venue: Grand Aria Hotel 

PEPFAR/GOB Stakeholder Appreciation Ceremony  

September 22, 2022 

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Event Objectives:  

To Celebrate the ongoing partnership between Government of Botswana and USG through the 

PEPFAR/Botswana program 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3:00 Arrival of DJ  

- Set up of sound equipment, DJ booth 

 

4:00  Arrival of USG Staff Members (Country Team Members, Agency Leads, CDC, PC, and 

USAID staff) at Grand Aria Hotels and Conference Center (unless designated to arrive 

earlier for decoration) 

- Set up Occulus Station, Step and Repeat, Registration Table and projector 

 

4:25  Arrival of Guests and Registration of Guests 

- Guests take photos and utilize bar 

- DJ begins to play set at a soft tone in the back event area 

 

4:30 Arrival of USG Embassy Leadership (US Chargé d'Affaires Amanda Jacobsen Arrives)  

 

4:45 Arrival of VIP guests 

 

4:55 CDA and USG leadership accompany VIP guests to Ballroom 

 

5:05  Short Video Plays 

 

5:10  Welcome: PEPFAR Coordinator – Ms. Yemi Oshodi 

 

5:15  Entertainment: DREAMS Performance Act - Ms. Kaone Boatametse  

 

5:25  Official Remarks by US Chargé d'Affaires Amanda Jacobsen remarks (10 minutes) 
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5:35 Remarks by Acting Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Health, Ms. Onalenna Seitio- 

Kgokgwe) 

 

5:45  Remarks by UG Agency Leads: (Each agency lead will give 3-minute remarks expressing 

gratitude for partnerships throughout COP21 implementation and/or welcome remarks).   

• CDC - CDC Country Director, Dr. Steven Hong 

• Peace Corps - Peace Corps Acting Country Director, Ms. Amy Patansinth 

• USAID - USAID Health Office Director, Ms. Lillian Benjamin   

 

6:05   Toasts to Botswana/US Partnership 

- Chargé d'Affaires Amanda Jacobsen 

- Acting Permanent Secretary. Ministry of Health, Ms. Onalenna Seitio- Kgokgwe 

 

6:10  Closing Remarks- NAHPA- National Coordinator- Mr. Ontiretse Letlhare  

 

6:15 Dinner and Bar Opens 

- DJ plays music in the back event area at a soft tone  

 

7:00    Conclusion of event 

 


